To:  Cmacpherson@sjbhd.org[Cmacpherson@sjbhd.org];  CNinde@sjbhd.org[CNinde@sjbhd.org]; 

Press[Press@epa.gov] 

Cc:  Harris-Bishop,  Rusty[Harris-Bishop. Rusty@epa.gov];  Zito,  Kelly[ZITO. KELLY@EPA.GOV] 

From:  Higuchi,  Dean 

Sent:  Wed  8/12/2015  11:06:22  PM 

Subject:  Question  on  Admin.  McCarthy  availability  in  Farmington 


Reporter  request  for  interview  with  Administrator  in  Farmington,  please  see  email  below: 


Thanks! 


Dean  Higuchi 

Press  Officer/Congressional  Liaison/Public  Affairs 
US  EPA,  Region  9,  Hawaii  Office 
higuchi.dean@epa.gov 
808-541-2711 


From:  Chris  Roberts  [mailto:croberts@daily-times.com] 

Sent:  Wednesday,  August  12,  2015  1:02  PM 
To:  Higuchi,  Dean 

Subject:  Re:  Statement,  Photos  & Audio  from  EPA  Administrator  in  Durango,  CO 


Hi  Dean, 

A representative  for  Ben  Ray  Lujan  mentioned  that  Administrator  McCarthy  would  be  in 
Farmington  tonight  and  that  we  might  be  able  to  get  a brief  interview  with  her.  He  was  short  on 
details,  however.  Is  there  any  chance  of  that  and  can  you  verify  she  will  be  here  this  evening? 

Thanks 

Chris 


Chris  Roberts 
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Editor 


Office:  (505)  564-4624 
croberts@,daily-times.com 


www.dailv-times.com 


On  Wed,  Aug  12,  2015  at  4:44  PM,  Dean  Higuchi  <hi guchi .dean@epa. gov>  wrote: 

CONTACT: 
press@epa.gov 
(9701  812-3351 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
August  12,  2015 


Statement,  Photos  & Audio  from  EPA  Administrator  in  Durango,  CO 

Today,  EPA  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy  visited  Durango,  CO  to  inspect  response  efforts 
relating  to  the  release  of  waste  water  from  Gold  King  mine,  and  meet  with  state,  local  and 
tribal  officials  and  community  members.  Tomorrow,  Administrator  McCarthy  will  visit  the 
response  efforts  in  Farmington,  NM.  More  details  about  the  visit  will  be  released  as  they 
become  available. 

While  in  Durango,  Administrator  McCarthy  attended  a briefing  at  the  Unified  EPA  Area 
Command  where  she  discussed  promising  new  data  from  August  7th,  8th,  and  9th  that  is 
showing  water  quality  levels  in  the  Animas  River  near  Durango  similar  to  pre-event 
conditions.  EPA  is  continuing  to  work  with  local  community  officials  tasked  with  making 
decisions  about  public  health.  Later  this  afternoon  EPA  scientists  will  be  meeting  with  those 
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officials  to  discuss  the  new  data  and  any  decisions  moving  forward. 

Photos:  Photos  from  EPA  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy’s  trip  to  Durango,  CO  to  inspect 
response  efforts  relating  to  the  release  of  waste  water  from  Gold  King  mine,  and  meet  with 
state,  local  and  tribal  officials  and  community  members. 

Audio:  Audio  from  EPA  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy’s  remarks  and  press  conference  at 
the  Unified  EPA  Area  Command  in  Durango,  CO,  on  response  efforts  relating  to  the  release 
of  waste  water  from  Gold  King  Mine. 

Following  the  briefing,  the  Administrator  held  a press  briefing  at  the  Unified  EPA  Area 
Command  in  Durango.  The  following  remarks  can  be  attributed  to  EPA  Administrator  Gina 
McCarthy: 

No  agency  could  be  more  upset  about  the  incident  happening,  and  more  dedicated  in  doing 
our  job  to  get  this  right.  We  couldn’t  be  more  sorry.  Our  mission  is  to  protect  human  health 
and  the  environment.  We  will  hold  ourselves  to  a higher  standard  than  anyone  else. 

I want  to  assure  the  general  public  as  well  as  the  leaders  in  the  states,  the  counties  and  the 
tribal  leaders,  that  we  are  working  hand  in  hand  with  our  partners  to  expedite  this  review,  to 
expedite  some  return  to  normalcy  in  terms  of  using  this  river. 

The  river  is  returning  to  pre-event  conditions.  This  is  very  good  news,  but  we  will  be 
working  with  our  partners  so  they  have  a chance  to  review  this  data  thoroughly  and  have  a 
chance  to  talk  through  this  data  in  terms  of  what  it  means  to  their  decisions  moving  forward. 
We  are  going  to  let  this  high  quality  and  reliable  science  be  our  guide. 

From  this  point  on,  the  data  will  continue  to  come  out.  And  that’s  what’s  going  to  influence 
decisions  on  what  should  happen  in  this  river  and  in  the  affected  counties. 

For  additional  information  on  the  response  to  the  Gold  King  Mine  release 
www.eoa.sov/eoldkinemine 

tuaii  


If  you  would  rather  not  receive  future  communications  from  Environmental  Protection 
Agency,  please  go  to  http://USEPA.pr- 

optout.eom/OptOut.aspx75 18041x25802x96133x1x3 1001 8 lx24000x6&Email=croberts%40dailv- 

times.com. 

Environmental  Protection  Agency,  75  Hawthorne  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94105  United 
States 
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